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GREAT BALLS O’FIRE The sun was blotted out on the afternoon of January 28 by a massive cloud of smoke originating from the Wemmershoek blaze.
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TOP 10

1. TAYLOR SWIFT - I KNEW YOU WERE TROUBLE

2. ELLIE GOULDING - ANYTHING COULD HAPPEN 

3. KONGOS - HEY I DON’T KNOW

4. THE LUMINEERS - HO HEY 

5. FLO RIDA - I CRY

6. TWIN ATLANTIC - YES, I WAS DRUNK

7. RIHANNA - DIAMONDS

8.   MACKLEMORE & RYAN LEWIS - THRIFT SHOP

9. SKRILLEX - MAKE IT BUN DEM FT. DAMIAN MARLEY               

10. BRUNO MARS - LOCKED OUT OF HEAVEN

THE ESSENCE of Basic Bistro is 
exactly the way the name describes 
it; basic. With such a large menu, one 
could not expect gourmet food, but 
the bistro provides a good meal at a 
decent price.  At night fairy lights dec-
orate the outside ‘stoep’ area and cre-
ate a welcoming, romantic vibe. The 
eatery is small, but you will notice the 
crowd still occupies the outside area 
even in the winter months. Inside is 
a bit dark and gloomy, but on a rainy 
evening this atmosphere is much ap-
preciated. The service is quick and 

some cheering up.

Basic Bistro offers breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, with a specials board dis-
playing each day’s new dish. Café 
food can be expected; think bacon 
and eggs for breakfast, toasted sand-
wiches for lunch and a burger or pasta 
for dinner. The bistro also offers inter-
esting coffees, with names including 
The Short Brown, The Ernie Coffee, 
Ricky’s Coffee and the Cuban, which 
is basically an Americano or Cappuc-
cino with a bit of a twist. Coffee beans 
are locally sourced from Conti Coffee, 
with a large selection of beers, ciders, 
spirits and aperitifs also available. The 
smoothies are delicious, with a choice 
of coffee and banana, paw paw, berry 
and mixed fruit.

For breakfast, opt for the French 
toast. You get two enormous pieces 
of toast stacked with your choice of 
gooseberry preserve and cheese or 
fresh cream, mixed berries and golden 
syrup. These are priced at R24 and 
R26 respectively. The Monkey is also 
a quirky variation to your regular ba-
con and eggs, served with fried ba-
nana and mozzarella cheese. If you’re 
in the mood for something spicy, try 
the Prego roll served with a delicious 
Prego sauce, chips and salad. For a 
light lunch, try the Tandoori chicken 
skewer with yogurt dressing. The De-
luxe sandwich is also a must, and this 
Panini topped with sundried tomatoes, 
chicken strips, basil, caramelised on-
ion and basil pesto will leave you fully 

Another favourite at Basic Bis-
tro, is the burger. They come so big 

mouth, so come hungry! The Burger 

Meester, which goes for a pricey R75, 
comes with caramelised onions, ched-
dar sauce, rocket, blue cheese and 
Dukkah.  Dukkah being an Egyptian 
ground seed, nut and spice mixture 
that is worth a taste. 

And for dessert? A selection of 
cakes and other deserts are always 

highly recommended. Here you can 
choose between dark chocolate sauce, 
golden syrup and ice cream or mixed 
berries, golden syrup and cream. The 
Cream Vin Rouge is also an interest-
ing combination of ice cream, red 
wine sauce and chopped nuts.

The bistro is open Monday to Fri-
day from 07:00 to 22:00 and Satur-
day and Sunday from 09:00 to 22:00. 
Book at 021 883 3629.

WILANDRI BASSON

eksmaakdit
Basic Bistro

MOOI ÉN SLIM Die Maties LLB-gegradueerde en oud-Serruria in-
wonder, Stacey Webb, is op 9 Desember gekroon as eersteprinses 
by die Mej. Suid-Afrika skoonheidskompetisie. 

I
magine going to class with only one 
object, the size of an A5 notebook, 
in your hand. Now imagine that 

this object holds your calendar, e-mail, 
reminders, class notes, textbooks, dic-
tionary, calculator, exam summaries, 
mind maps and even your bookshelf. 
While imagining such an object ten 
years ago would have been just that – 
imagination – these gadgets are a very 
concrete reality nowadays. Aptly, they 
go by the description of “tablets”. And 
to students, they may just be the single 
best thing since sliced bread.

Tablets enable you to perform bet-
ter in class. Having all of your aca-
demic material with you at all times, 
makes it impossible to forget impor-
tant notes at home. In addition, you’ll 
be able to take more effective notes, 
since it’s easier to structure your notes 
(having an “undo” button does won-
ders), you can highlight keywords, 
draw graphs and sketches with a stylus 
(a special pen for tablets) and even re-
cord your lectures for later reference. 
Another game-changer is having tools 
like a dictionary or reference book at 

Tablets can also enhance your out-
of-class performance, because you can 
easily keep your class notes and con-
tent well organised, it’s much easier to 

it actually comes to studying. In ad-

dition, handy “apps” (tablet software 
packages) allow you to make effective 
mind maps and summaries of your 
work, making it easier to study.

Tablets make for a more organised 
life. Tools like a calendar and to-do list 
can help you stay in control of all your 
activities. Because you always have 
your calendar with you in classes and 
meetings, you can instantly add new 
appointments and important dates as 
you hear about them. Furthermore, 
because your schedule is only a peek 
away on a tablet, you’re always able 
to check your calendar before setting 
appointments. In short, this means no 
more “Sorry, I didn’t see I had a test 
that night.”

Despite all their positives, tablets 
are subject to one simple, but ma-
jor drawback: if you don’t use them, 
they’re not useful.  To get the most out 

of a tablet, you need to be able to in-
tegrate it into your study experience. 

your course and classes are of such 
a nature that you can take and keep 
notes (and textbooks) electronically. 
There are some tasks for which a tablet 

exercises, dissecting stuff, painting on 
a canvas, and so on. In short, you’ll 
need to assess how “tablet-friendly” 
your course is before considering buy-
ing one. 

The second requirement for inte-
grating a tablet into your learning ex-
perience, is that you need to commit 
to doing things electronically. You’ll 
need to start loading class notes onto 
your tablet, buying textbooks online as 
e-books and using your tablet’s calen-
dar and reminders. Making the digital 
leap will inevitably require adaptions 
and a shift in the way you think about 
your studies.

An even bigger concern, however, 

is the cost of a tablet. And rightly so, 
because the two major tablet lines (the 
Apple iPad and the Samsung Galaxy 
Tab) aren’t cheap. 

Buying an iPad 3 from the lo-
cal Apple iStore will set you back at 
least R5200, while a Galaxy Tab from 
Incredible Connection will cost you 

on your sandwich, fear not. A range of 
lower-cost Android-based tablets are 
also available in local stores. These 
devices run the same software as the 
Galaxy Tab (minus some Samsung-
only niceties) and should be able to ac-
complish most feats you could achieve 
with the big brother. 

Another option is to buy an older 
version of the iPad or Galaxy Tab at a 
reduced price.

Despite the cost concerns, you 
should know that buying a tablet may 
just be the best investment you can 
make in your studies. Their multi-
ple functions and effectiveness make 
them worth every cent you dish out. 

The deciding factor, then, would 
be whether you can both afford it and 
whether you’re willing to make the 
digital leap. 

JOHANNES JONKER

To tablet, or not to tablet?
Tablets have the power to transform your studies

»  “you need to be willing 
to make the digital leap”
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  USEFUL LINKS:

Apple iPad and Samsung 

Galaxy Tab compared

http://tablets.techcrunch.

com/compare/50-124/Sam-

sung-Galaxy-Tab-10-1-vs-

Apple-iPad-with-Wi-Fi-4G-

Third-Generation

Handy iPad student apps 

http://johannesjonker.

com/2012/05/ipad-apps-and-

tips-for-students-my-experi-

ence-backed-list/

Android students apps 

http://android.appstorm.

net/roundups/20-awesome-

android-apps-for-students/
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